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Overview

Highlights

The joint WHO/UNICEF/World Bank
briefing served primarily to launch
their State of the World’s Vaccines
and Immunization Report.

While the number of children vaccinated is at an all-time
high, there remain 24 million children – almost 20% of the
children born each year – that do not get the complete
routine vaccinations scheduled for the first year of life.

While the report contained
encouraging results, these
organizations stressed the need for
continued vigilance and called on
donor nations to address the
funding gap that still leaves millions
of children at risk.

2.5 million die from vaccine-preventable illness every year.

The briefing, held on October 21,
2009 at the National Press Club in
Washington, D.C., was attended by
approximately 100 people (media,
NGOs, UN agencies, country
delegations and academics) and
was also webcast to a larger
audience.

More than 80 vaccines are in the late stages of
development, 30 of which are for diseases for which there
are currently no vaccines available.

Immunization programs have been integral in building health
infrastructure in developing countries and remote areas.
Collaboration between the private sector, government,
health authorities, NGOs, civil society and other
organizations has achieved tangible results.

Manufacturers in developing countries are now meeting 86%
of the global demand for traditional vaccines, such as those
protecting against measles, tetanus, diphtheria & pertussis.
A funding commitment of US$1 billion/year for the next ten
years would help to ensure the availability of new and
existing vaccines to children around the world.

State of the World’s Vaccines
and Immunization
The third edition of this report is available online at
http://www.who.int/immunization/sowvi/en/
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Video of event
highlights
View a video of selected highlights
from the WHO/UNICEF/World Bank
briefing on the state of the world’s
vaccines and immunization:
http://sharing.theflip.com/session/f35f30580c71
56ceade1a88c1343f3f2/video/6834532
Highlights Continued
Three regions ― the
Americas, Europe and
Western Pacific ―
maintained over 90%
immunization coverage.
Deaths due to measles
dropped by 74% between
2000 and 2007.
Major successes with the
vaccine for polio should
prompt us to achieve
complete eradication of the
disease.
Immunization has been a
major force behind
improved child survival, and
is a critical component of a
child’s Right to Health.
At least 120 vaccines are
now available against
deadly diseases.
Within the past few years,
new life-saving vaccines for
meningococcal meningitis,
rotavirus diarrhoea,
pneumococcal disease,
and human papillomavirus
(HPV) have been
developed.
Overall, vaccine prices
have dropped but more are
being made available to
developing countries.

23.5 million children
worldwide under one year
of age did not receive DTP3
vaccine (compared to 23.9
million in 2007).
70% of these children live in
ten countries: Chad, China,
Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Ethiopia, India,
Indonesia, Iraq, Nigeria,
Pakistan and Uganda.
With the triple crises of food,
fuel and finance, an
estimated 90 million will be
pushed back into poverty.
The topic of health must be
included in any policy
dialogue.
All successes achieved over
the last 20 years were
achieved in the face of
adversity.
History is full of examples of
diseases re-emerging with
huge outbreaks when
prevention efforts are
lessened.

Public-Private Partnerships
and other collaboration
Collaboration between the
private sector, government,
health authorities, NGOs,
civil society and other
organizations has achieved
tangible results.
The GAVI Alliance has
helped make available new
and underused vaccines to
developing countries.
Advance market
commitments are one of
many innovative
approaches to encourage
research and
manufacturing of vaccines
and essential medicines.
Quotes
“Immunization has already
been a success.”
Saad Houry, Deputy
Executive Director, UNICEF
“The journey has just begun.
We must stay the course.”
Daisy Mafubelu, Assistant
Director-General of Family
and Community Health,
WHO
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The State of the World’s
Vaccines and Immunization
The third edition of this report focuses on the major
developments in vaccines and immunization since
2000.
Part 1 of the report examines the impact of
immunization on efforts to meet the Millennium
Development Goals as well as efforts to ensure the
safety, quality and efficacy of vaccines. Part 2
examines the progress since 2000 in protecting
populations from over 20 vaccine-preventable
illnesses.
More information is also available on the WHO site
at http://www.who.int/immunization/sowvi/en/.

Additional materials and resources available on the World Health Organization site include:
•

Press release – Childhood vaccines at all-time high, but access not yet equitable

•

Short film on the impact of immunization

•

10 facts on immunization

•

Fact sheet: unprecedented progress

•

Fact sheet: challenges to sustaining progress

•

Global immunization data

World Health Advocacy
www.whadvocacy.com
Washington D.C. Office
2 Wisconsin Circle, Suite 700
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
United States of America
Canadian Office
263 John Street South
Hamilton, ON L8N 2C2
Canada

World Health Advocacy (WHA) provides public relations
and health policy communications services that enable
our clients to build strong relationships with stakeholders
and to impact attitudes and behaviors. With offices in
Canada and the United States, we offer a full range of
strategic communication services to both private and
public sector health care clients in Canada and the US.
Our clients include governments, non-profit
organizations and health industries.
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